HARVABD HEALTH TALKS
But, as smallpox receded and succeed-
ing generations  came  along with no
first-hand knowledge of its terrors, the
necessity for vaccination became less
apparent to the masses, and protective
vaccination was less commonly sought.
Children were allowed to grow up with-
out being  vaccinated, and revaccina-
tions in adult life were largely neglected,
except by those who knew the ways of
the disease.   With the gradual falling
off of vaccinations there accumulated a
larger and larger proportion of suscep-
tibles.   The situation was quite differ-
ent from that prevailing when the prac-
tice of voluntary vaccination was at its
height.  Smallpox was unexpected, and
early cases were missed and passed on
the infection to the unprotected.   The
menace was unappreciated or belittled,
When the outbreaks grew to epidemic
size, the danger became real and stirred
a popular desire for vaccination. Then,
with the disease again under control,
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